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The Collect on Holy Thursday connects our participation in the Eucharist with the love we are summoned to share with others.

The Summons of the Eucharist:
To Follow Christ in Loving Service
Ronald Patrick Raab
O God, who have called us to participate
in this most sacred Supper,
in which your Only Begotten Son,
when about to hand himself over to death,
entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity,
the banquet of his love,
grant, we pray,
that we may draw from so great a mystery,
the fullness of charity and of life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
—Collect from the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

CALLED TO PARTICIPATE

The Collect of the Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper pivots our
liturgical prayer from Lent to the celebration of the Sacred
Paschal Triduum. This prayer invites us to be open humbly to
the connection of love and service, the Eucharist and justice,
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and prayer and action, proclaimed in this liturgy. The word participate is worth deeper reflection here.
Jesus offers us his Real Presence in bread and cup
(1 Corinthians 11:23–26), and then shows us how to live this love
by pouring water into a basin and washing his disciples’ feet
(John 13:1–15). The love that Jesus offers in this liturgy becomes
our source of hope, forgiveness, and healing. We participate in
this love in the Breaking of the Bread and then follow Christ’s
summons to serve with our version of a pitcher and bowl, to
wash, to love, and to heal. Throughout the year our identity as a
Eucharistic people is shown as we attend to others’ needs.
On Holy Thursday, as I proclaim the Collect into people’s
hearts, I ache to discover my participation in such solace. I know
many people cannot find within their lives this unfolding love of
God in Word and sacrament. Many are in a quandary about
their place in the Church. They may be in pain because they feel
alienated from the Church because of their sexual identity. They
may be separated from the sacraments because they are divorced
and remarried. If members of the faithful are in distress, then all
of the Body of Christ should be. As Cardinal Joseph Tobin said
in his homily at the Eucharistic Congress in the Archdiocese of
Atlanta in June 2017, we need to worry about those who are not

present at the Eucharist. If we do not, he said, we “dull our
minds and hearts to the full meaning of the death and resurrection of Jesus.”
Discovering how we participate in the Paschal Mystery
challenges us to a life of prayer and service. We participate
in this mystery by simply showing up and allowing God to act
within us. This Collect proclaims the mystery and the miracle
in which we participate as God’s love and hospitality connects
with others. The Triduum continues to shape our individual
lives and form our communities. Within the Triduum,
we find our deepest story, the truth of what it means to follow
Jesus Christ.
We bring our deepest wounds to the celebration of the
Triduum. The more we participate in this mystery of redemption, the deeper our reliance on God becomes. Our participation
in the Triduum includes offering our most profound obstacles
to faith, our unanswered questions of life and the violence
we encounter within our lives and in our world. We participate
by bringing the truth of our human situations into our worship
and prayer.
The Triduum offers every Christian the mission to surrender to Jesus’ love. The Real Presence of Christ, celebrated on
Holy Thursday, remains the foundation of the Church. Love
brought the disciples together and love sends us out into mission. We hold within our hearts the love Jesus offered to his disciples in the breaking of the bread and sharing of the cup.

BREAKING OPEN OUR LIVES

Christ broke bread so that all may understand how to break
open our lives for others. Christ washed feet so that we will recognize how to offer such love beyond our altar tables. We share
the chalice as we speak out for justice and work to heal the violence on our streets. We share the Bread of Life as we lay down
our lives for people, for the brokenness that so many people have
inherited through illness, disease, and generational poverty. The
love given us on Holy Thursday forms our lips to support the
marginalized, people trapped in loveless marriages, and abused
children who run away from home. We participate in this mystery from our place at the Lord’s table.
Our worshipping communities participate in these holy
days so that our lives on earth may discover the richness of heavenly love and mercy. Christ redeems our tired and broken world.
To witness the effects of our participation in the Eucharist, we
need to examine how we treat others and how we bring justice to
the unfortunate circumstances of our nation. Our participation
in the Triduum is not just an individual invitation from God but
a source of conversion and liberation for the Church and the world.
As pastoral liturgists, we know that the Triduum reflects
perfectly the life of our communities. The Triduum may reveal
the vulnerabilities of our coworkers and the inconsistencies in
our daily ministries. In fact, the liturgies may magnify both the
grace and sinfulness of our lives. Our parish communities
become more aware of apathy toward people in poverty when
our pastor bends down on the floor to wash the feet of privileged
people. The fragile relationships among parish staff members
reveal themselves in the preparation and praying of the liturgies
of the Triduum. We cannot escape how God is offering a deeper

love and sustenance to us. The liturgies of the Triduum show us
that we need God to heal us, even when we write prayers and
rehearse songs of praise every week of the year.
We participate in the Triduum by becoming a people
of reconciliation. If we ponder the meaning of each ritual
action, we cannot help but be confronted with the inconsistencies of our actions toward others. We are the Body of Christ in
the world, as we seek to work through our biases. We are the Body
of Christ as we face the petty jealousies that occur even among
tight-knit communities.
The call to participate is a deep source of conversion for us
as liturgists. As preachers, we understand that we cannot offer
people what we ourselves do not have. For months prior to the
Triduum, preachers already are participating in it through their
reflection, prayer, and spiritual direction. Musicians participate
by not only making sure they are on schedule and on pitch, but
discovering the mystery of Jesus in our every breath and
rehearsal. Most especially during the Triduum the faithful
notices whether preachers, musicians, and other liturgical ministers discover God in the unfolding of the liturgy. There is no
rehearsal for personal prayer or the work of justice. The Triduum
challenges us to pray as we live and to live as we pray.

CONNECTING LITURGY WITH SUFFERING

One of the most profound ways we participate in the Triduum as
pastoral liturgists is to connect our common liturgies to the suffering of our people. Even if this suffering has not reached us
personally, we bring, for example, to choir rehearsal the grief of
a mother who lost her child to cancer. We sing the grief and
anger of an unemployed father struggling to care for his six children. We carry on a stretcher of prayer the plight of immigrants,
the realities of people with mental illness, the loss of an elderly
widow, and the student who survived an automobile accident.
We carry in song, in prayer, and ritual action people across the
globe without access to clean water, housing, and education.
These are the realities that teach us why we participate in the
redeeming action of Christ Jesus in the Triduum. These are the
relationships and situations that will awaken us to why some
people’s feet are dirty in the first place. Within these stories, we
will learn more about our lives and how to pray and how to serve
in song in our participation in the Triduum.
God calls us into faith, liturgical action, and genuine service. We participate in the dying and rising of Jesus because of
God’s gift to us, the gift of pure love. We cannot control this
love. We cannot change the invitation nor have place settings for
the favored at the Lord’s Supper. God alone does the inviting.
Love brings us together on Holy Thursday just as we are, bedraggled and in need. This is the love that carries my voice as I pray
this Collect, a text that opens the way into Easter joy.
Ronald Patrick R aab, csc, serves as pastor of Sacred Heart
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a Scripture commentary, On the Margins, on Mater Dei Radio,
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