
Greetings!
In the Gospel of Matthew, the risen Jesus commands his dis-
ciples to “Go . . . and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19–20). Faithful to Christ’s call, the 
Church continues to make new disciples and to baptize. Each 
baptism is a time of celebration for the newly baptized, for his 
or her family, and for the whole Christian community. On the 
day of your baptism, you received a gift of infinite value: shar-
ing in God’s life. Your whole life is meant to be a response to 
this gift!

Despite its importance, many people do not know the 
day of their baptism. Celebrating a baptismal anniversary 
recalls the gift of belonging to God’s family. Celebrating the 
anniversary of a child’s baptism is a way to remember what a 
beautiful gift it is to belong to God’s family. Recognizing the 
day in a special way honors the gift’s value, communicating its 
importance to the whole family.

On this day, take a moment to think about the ways 
God  has worked in a child’s life over the previous year. 
One step in cultivating mature faith is learning to recognize 
the presence and action of God in one’s daily life. The anniver-
sary of a child’s baptism is a moment to consider this in a par-
ticular way.

In our family, the children choose a special dessert on 
their baptismal anniversary. We look together at pictures from 
the baptism and talk about who was there and what we 
remember from the day. We thank God for the gift of our 
child, just as we did at their baptism. Sometimes we have a 
chance to celebrate with or talk on the phone with their god-
parents. We also remind our children that at their baptism, 

they were called by name to follow Jesus. We tell them that 
God’s love for them is infinite and that nothing they do can 
make God love them more—God’s abundant love is a gift 
given to them freely.

Many families celebrate baptismal anniversaries by 
lighting their child’s baptismal candle and getting out their 
baptismal gown so that children can touch these physical 
signs of the gifts of baptism. You might even choose to spend 
some time singing together. Most children love “This Little 
Light of Mine,” which recalls the light of Christ they received 
in this sacrament. Another possibility is to go to Mass together 
and participate fully and actively in the source and summit of 
the faith that your child received in baptism.

There are many ways to celebrate a baptismal anniver-
sary with your family. Whichever way you choose to mark the 
occasion, make it a time to honor God’s love for your child 
and to rest in that love.
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Sharing photos of your child’s baptism is a simple way to recall this special 
day in your child’s life.
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